Beating the 2021 summer slide:
How to lessen pandemic-related

learning loss

2018-2019 studies of students in 3rd to 5th grades have showed that students lost, on average, about 20 percent
of their school-year gains in reading and 27 percent of their school-year gains in math during summer break.'
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This phenomenon grows as content becomes
more difficult: By the summer after seventh grade,
students lose on average 36 percent of their school-
year gains in reading and a whopping 50 percent of
their school-year gains in math.2
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How does the summer slide relate to students who've been remote learning over the past year and a half?
The research is clear: Students have learned less this year than in a typical school year®
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For example, in Los Angeles Unified School District 4:

e 40,000 high school students are not on track to graduate over the next 4 years
e QOver 22,000 students miss 3 or more classes per week
e Of those left in the classroom, more than one third of students are not actively engaged

* Only one in three middle school students are on grade level in reading and math
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Approximate number of students absent three or more days a week:
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Of those left in the classroom, more than one third
of students are not actively engaged
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Only one in three middle school students are
on grade level in reading and math
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Nationally, students could lose five to nine months of learning by the end of June 2021. Students of color could be
six to 12 months behind their normal grade level, compared with four to eight months for white students.®

Whether students are back in the classroom now, are gearing up for summer school, or will be back on campus in
the fall: What can schools do to mitigate pandemic-related learning loss?

1. Prioritize well-being, mental health and
connectedness.

It's critical that schools are set up to support students as
they return to school. Consider setting up a screening
system to monitor student well-being, and make space
during the school day to support them.

Communicationiskey sothatstudentsknowthey’re being
taken care of. Make sure students know where and how
to find mental health and academic accommodations,
and that these resources are communicated often.

2. Support personalized learning.

In the pandemic, students have been able to work
at their own pace and advance with appropriate
feedback. Curriculum must be designed so that all
learners can access it.

Encouraging strong relationships with teachers
and encouraging students to learn at their own
pace, as well as provide tools that enable teachers
to guide learning and add support, can help
schools address learning loss.
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4. Access is (still) key.

The pandemic threw a wrench in education as we
knew it, but building relationships with students
and building environments that are fun and
challenging are and will continue to be the same.

5. Take care of teachers.

Schools are responsible for encouraging teachers to
take care of themselves so that they can adequately
take care of their students. For that reason, we
encourage schools to take steps to understand and
monitor teacher concerns, attitude and health so that
that they can help.

Educate teachers about the importance of self-care and
encourage them to pay attention to their psychological
health and wellness. Provide resources if they need to

seek professional help.

/

6. Use technology to support students
and teachers.

Teachers have learned so much about how .

to integrate technology into their classrooms,

including how to troubleshoot technical difficulties

and support students and their families online.

From the ability to broadcast screens, to sending E m-
messages, and with the ability to control a student’s ——

screen regardless of where they're located,

choosing an all-in-one technology solution for

classroom management and student wellbeing

can help schools and teachers address student
learning loss head-on.
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Learn more about Impero’s solutions for learning loss
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